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Brussels, 26 October 2001

'DQJHURXV� SUHSDUDWLRQV�� &RPPLVVLRQ� GLUHFWLYH
UHVWULFWV�FUHRVRWH�DSSOLFDWLRQV

7KH�(XURSHDQ�&RPPLVVLRQ�WRGD\�DGRSWHG�D�QHZ�'LUHFWLYH�EDQQLQJ�WKH�VDOH
WR� FRQVXPHUV� RI� WKH� ZRRG� SUHVHUYDWLYH� FUHRVRWH�� DIWHU� DQ� (8� VFLHQWLILF
FRPPLWWHH� FRQFOXGHG� IURP� D� UHFHQW� VWXG\� WKDW� FUHRVRWH� KDV� D� JUHDWHU
SRWHQWLDO� WR� FDXVH� FDQFHU� WKDQ� SUHYLRXVO\� WKRXJKW�� DQG� H[FHHGV� WKH� OLPLWV
SHUPLVVLEOH�XQGHU� H[LVWLQJ� OHJLVODWLRQ�� 7KH�EDQ��ZKLFK� WDNHV� HIIHFW� IURP���
-XQH������DW�WKH�ODWHVW��DOVR�DSSOLHV�WR�FUHRVRWH�WUHDWHG�ZRRG��&UHRVRWH�PD\
VWLOO� EH�XVHG� IRU� LQGXVWULDO� DSSOLFDWLRQV�� H�J�� UDLOZD\�VOHHSHUV� DQG� WHOHJUDSK
SROHV��EXW�ZLWK�WRXJKHU�UHVWULFWLRQV�RQ�LWV�FRPSRVLWLRQ�

Creosote is a mixture of substances obtained from the distillation of coal tar and is
classified as carcinogenic on the basis of some of those substances. One of them,
EHQ]R�D�S\UHQH (BaP), is used as a marker in the mixture. BaP’s classification as a
carcinogenic substance does not currently apply where its concentration is less than
50 parts per million. The study, requested by the Commission, was presented to the
6FLHQWLILF�&RPPLWWHH�RQ�7R[LFLW\��(FRWR[LFLW\�DQG�WKH�(QYLURQPHQW (CSTEE) for peer
review. CSTEE concluded that the study was well designed, and that there is
scientific evidence to support the opinion that there is a cancer risk to consumers
from creosote with BaP at a lower concentration than that currently permissible
under Community legislation� and/or from wood containing such creosote, and that
the magnitude of the risk gives clear reasons for concern.

The new Directive� not only protects consumers, but also significantly strengthens
restrictions on the industrial use of creosote-treated wood through a ten-fold
reduction in the BaP content compared to the current EU legislation. It also
guarantees that such wood will not be used where there is a risk of frequent skin
contact, e.g. in garden furniture. For further information please visit:

http://europa.eu.int/comm/enterprise/chemicals/index.htm
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